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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office action is 
persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Drawings Objections. 

2. The drawings are objected to because the fig. 2 of the drawings of the instant application, illustrates 
element numbers (32), (38), (50) & (48) pointing to the same location. It is unclear which element is 
distinguished by (32), (38), (50) & (48). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-3, 6-12 & 14 & 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
anticipated by Kaminski US 5400902. 

Note: Figures 2,3 & 5 of Kaminski, of the last Office Action, dated 4/24/06, still holds and represents 
claimed limitations in the instant application. 

Note: In regards to the claimed limitations: a post comprising a body, and the body comprising first and 
second components of the instant application, the Prior Art Kaminski details a post (36) comprising a 
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body (see, body of post (36)), the body (see, body of post (36)) comprises first and second components 
(see, green notation on attached fig. 2,3 & 5 of Kaminski). 

Re claim 1, Kaminski teaches a post (36) (see, Abstract of Kaminski) for retaining an item (31) in a 
storage compartment (20) having a side (unlabeled), the post (36) comprising: a body (see, body of 
components (36)) operable to hold the item (31); and a coupling element (34) operable to couple the body 
(see, body of components (36)) to the side (unlabeled) (see, fig. 3 & 5 for example) of the storage 
compartment (20) and to allow the post (36) to be pivoted as shown by two different positions (see, for 
example, fig. 3 for a first position &*fig. 5 for a second position). 

Re claim 2, Kaminski teaches wherein the body (see, body of components (36)) is releasably fastened (via 
a button (32)) to the side (unlabeled) of the storage compartment (20). 

Re claim 3, Kaminski teaches a body (see, body of components (36)), which pivotable (see, positions 
shown in fig. 3 & 5) relative to the side (unlabeled) of the storage compartment (20). 

Re claim 6, Kaminski teaches the coupling element (34), which includes a protrusion (62) insertable into 
a hole (area of lower cover insert receptacle (28)). 

Re claim 7, Kaminski teaches the coupling element (34) includes a protrusion (62) extending from the 
body (see, body of components (36)), and a hole (area of lower cover insert receptacle) in the side of the 
storage compartment (20) operable to receive the protrusion (62). 
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Re claim 8, Kaminski teaches the body (see, body of components (36)) is insertable into a hole (76) of the 
storage disc (31). 

Re claim 9, Kaminski teaches the body (see, body of components (36)) is insertable into a hole (76) of the 
storage disc (31), and includes a shoulder (50) to support the storage disc (31) away from the side 
(unlabeled). 

Re claim 10, Kaminski teaches the body (see, body of components (36)) which includes a first component 
(see, green notation on attached fig. 5) and a second component (see, green notation on attached fig. 5), 
and the coupling element (34) includes: a first element operable (34) to couple the first component (see, 
green notation on attached fig. 5) to the side of the storage compartment (20) and to allow the first 
component (see, green notation on attached fig. 5) to be positioned relative to the side (unlabeled) in at 
least two different positions (as, shown in fig. 3 & 5), and a second element operable (34) to couple the 
second component (see, green notation on attached fig. 5) to the side (unlabeled) of the storage (20) and 
to allow the second component (see, green notation on attached fig. 5) to be positioned relative to the side 
(unlabeled) in at least two different positions (as shown in fig. 3 & 5). 

Re claim 11, Kaminski teaches a storage compartment (20) comprising a bottom (unlabeled) and a 
sidewall (not shown in figs, but details an interior with components inside a storage compartment (20) 
(see, fig. 3 & 5), and a post (36) to be pivoted and operable to retain a storage disc (31), and including, a 
body (see, body of components (36)) operable to engage the storage disc (31); and a coupling element 
(34) operable to couple the body (see, body of components (36)) to the bottom (unlabeled) of the storage 
compartment (20) and to allow the body (see, body of components (36)) to be positioned relative to the 
bottom (unlabeled) in at least two different positions as shown in fig. 3 & fig. 5). 
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Re claim 12, Kaminski teaches wherein one position of the body (see, body of components (36)) extends 
from the bottom (unlabeled) into the interior (interior region of lower cover insert tray (28)) substantially 
perpendicular to the bottom (unlabeled). 

Regarding the method claims 14 & 16-20, the method steps recited in the claims are inherently 
necessitated by the device structure as taught by Kaminski. Kaminski discloses pivoting a body (see, 
body of components (36)) positioned of a post (36) (see, Abstract of Kaminski) relative to a side 
(unlabeled) of a storage compartment (20); the body (see, body of components (36)) coupled to the side 
(unlabeled) by a coupling element (34) of the post (36) and engaging a hole (76) in the disc (3 1) with the 
body (see, body of components (36)), wherein the body (see, body of (36)) is retained in the position, 
wherein the disc (3 1) is supported away from the side (unlabeled), wherein the hole (76) in the disc (31) 
disengaged from the body (see, body of (36)); wherein the body (see, body of components (36)) 
positioned relative to the side (unlabeled); and another item (3 1) is placed in the storage compartment 
(20), wherein the body (see, body of components (36)) is positioned relative to the side (unlabeled) 
included the post (36) relative to the side pivoted, the body (see, body of components (36)) positioned 
relative to the side (unlabeled) included the body (see, body of components (36)) portion disposed below 
a surface of the side in a receptacle (28). 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections 

set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 
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Claims 4 5 5 & 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kaminski US 5400902. 

Re claim 4, Kaminski teaches wherein the coupling element (34) is operable to retain the body (see, body 
of components (36)) and a locking element (78) to retain the body (see, body of components (36)) in at 
least one of the positions, but is silent specifically as to a coupling element, comprising a locking element. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to include a locking mechanism with a 
coupling element, over the coupling and locking element of Kaminski, in order to provide an alternate 
equivalent means of supporting and locking a storage disc within a storage container. 

Re claim 5, Kaminski teaches at least two different positions, which includes a position where the body 
(see, body of components (36)) is substantially perpendicular to the side (unlabeled), and where the body 
(see, body of components (36)) somewhat parallel to the side (unlabeled), but is silent specifically as to 
the body being substantially parallel to the side. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have the body substantially parallel to the side over the 
configuration of Kaminski, in order to provide a alternate equivalent means of coupling a disc within a 
storage compartment. 

Re claim 22, Kaminski teaches a post for retaining an item (3 1) in a storage compartment (20) having a 
side, the post (36) comprising a body (see, body of components (36)) operable to hold the item (31) and a 
coupling element (34) operable to couple the body to the side of the storage compartment (20) and to 
allow the body to be positioned relative to the side in at least two different positions, but is silent 
specifically as to the coupling element including a locking element operable to retain the body in at least 
one of the positions. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to include a 
locking mechanism with a coupling element, over the coupling and locking element of Kaminski, in order 
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to provide an alternate equivalent means of supporting and locking a storage disc within a storage 
container. 

5. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smeege, Jr. et al. US 6535379 
Bl in view of Kaminski US 5400902. 

Re claim 21, Smeege, Jr. et al. teaches a computer system (10) comprising a housing (20) having a 
storage compartment (col. 3, lines 30-35 of Smeege et al.) to retain an item (CD,DVD) and including: a 
bottom (bottom surface shown in fig. 2 of Smeege et al.) and a sidewall (side surface shown in fig. 2 of 
Smeege et al.) that define an interior (shown by recess of fig. 2 of Smeege et al.), and a post (44) operable 
to retain a storage disc (col. 3, lines 30-35 of Smeege et al.), and having: a body (see, body of (44)) 
operable to engage the storage disc and a processor (inherent) disposed in the housing (20), but is silent 
as to allowing the body (body of (44)) to be positioned relative to the interior in at least two different 
positions and a coupling element operable to couple the body to an interior of the storage compartment 
and the post being pivotable. Kaminiski teaches a system for retaining an item (31), which allows a body 
(see, body of components (36)) to be pivoted (see, two different positions of fig. 5 of Kaminski) and a 
coupling element (34) operable to couple the body (see, body of components (36)) of a storage 
compartment (20). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize the body and coupling element as taught by Kaminski in the invention of 
Smeege et al., in order to provide a control system for a storage unit. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claim 13 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
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claims. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the allowability resides in 
the overall structure of the device as recited in dependent claim 13, and at least in part, because claim 13 
recites: "wherein one position of the body is disposed in a receptacle of the bottom, below a surface of the 
bottom." The aforementioned limitations in combination with all remaining limitations of claim 13 are 
believed to render the claims and all claims dependent therefrom patentable over the art of record. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments, filed 7/28/06, have been fully considered. 

With respect to Applicant's argument, regarding the patentability of claim 1,1 1,14 & 21, the Examiner 
respectfully disagrees and notes that Kaminski teaches a post, which comprises a pivotable body, as 
shown in fig. 5 of Kaminski. Thus, all limitations of the instant application is met and not in condition for 
allowance. 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end 
of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the 
date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated 
from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply 
expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Ingrid Wright whose telephone number is (571) 272-8392. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Darren Schuberg can be reached on (571) 272-2800, ext 34. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding 
the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 


IDW 


